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VISION: 

As believers in Christ we are: 

●Inviting 

●Loving 

●Growing 

MISSION: 

North Creek Presbyterian Church invites people inside and outside the congregation into a 

relationship with Christ, learning and growing together from the beginnings of faith 

toward spiritual maturity. We live out God’s love for us through deepening relationships 

with one another, serving our community and engaging mission worldwide. 

 

GOALS: 

● Gospel Outreach:  Purposefully reaching out to those inside and outside our church 

walls to bring the good News of Jesus’ love for each person to each person. 

 Disciple Formation: The intentional process of becoming mature in the faith as  

 followers of Jesus Christ. 

● Relational Fellowship:  Providing opportunities to develop meaningful relationships as 

we live out Christ’s love for us together in community. 
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REPORT FROM LEAD PASTOR DAVID CASSON 

If I had to distill down to a single phrase what we as a church have been up to this last year, I’d say discovering 

our missional identity.  “Missional” describes God’s intention to send all of us beyond the walls of the church 

on God’s Kingdom mission.  As a congregation—and as individual followers of Christ—we put a lot of effort 

throughout 2016 into figuring out the role we play in the mission to south Snohomish County that God’s 

already on. 

We started this yearlong journey of discovery with two similar 6-week 

worship series about the fivefold missional gifts Paul lists in Ephesians 4 

(remember apostle, prophet, evangelist, shepherd, and teacher?).  In 

the first series we traced each of these gifts in Christ’s own mission.  

Then (after a Lenten detour in which the Heidelberg Catechism helped 

us get crystal clear on the Gospel we proclaim) we returned to Paul’s 

fivefold list to explore how God wires each of us with one of these five 

as our dominant missional role.  We dug even deeper into the fivefold 

gifts in our Pentecost Missional Ministry Conference with guest 

preacher Darrell Guder.  Then last fall 45 of us set about identifying our own fivefold missional profile through 

the inaugural session of our Missional Discovery Class. 

While our fivefold profile steers each of us to a particular role in the congregation’s shared mission, each of us 

is also called to join God on mission in the particular neighborhood, apartment, and workplace in which God 

plants us.  A fall worship series on The Art of Neighboring and our current series Going on Vocation explore 

what missional faithfulness looks like in these not-so-“secular” aspects of our lives. 

So now, having done all this work to discover and understand our missional identity, in this new year we will 

get to see God send us—as individuals and as a congregation—beyond the walls of the church and into the 

community in new, unexpected ways.  With the help of our “apostles,” an energized and talented staff and a 

motivated group of elders and deacons, we will be listening for Christ’s voice as we discern some significant 

new missional ventures, ways we might connect people we haven’t 

even met to the love of God in Jesus Christ (more soon).  And 

whether you’re an apostle, a shepherd, a prophet, an evangelist or 

a teacher (or a youth or a child!), you will have a role in the 

adventure.   

2016: Discovering Our Missional Identity 

Annual Report - David Casson, Lead Pastor 

. . . the gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 
shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry 
             – Ephesians 4:11-12 
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REPORT FROM ASSOCIATE PASTOR KURT HELMCKE 

In 2016 we followed Jesus, taking his love out into the world in missional service and learning from him in 
the study of God’s Word. 
 

Missional Service 

I enjoyed bringing together a short-term Central 
Washington fire-relief mission team called 
“Fire+Works” (a play on the fact that it happened 
near the 4th of July holiday). We worked with the 
youth mission team to restore Alta Lake State Park, 
then moved to the hills near Omak to restore 
barbed wire fencing for a family whose livelihood is 
raising horses. In the process we had the privilege 
of an up-close view of our NCPC crew building a 
home as part of region’s long-term recovery. How 
great to be together providing practical help to 
those in need as part of God’s mission of love in 
the world! 

 
During 2016 our long-standing free 
community meal, Dinner at the Creek, 
went through a transition. In helping to 
shepherd this transition I was called to 
appreciate all the wonderful and 
dedicated volunteers who served in this 
ministry through the years, and to gather 
together a discernment team to consider 
God’s direction for our next steps in 
community ministry.  
 
 
 

 Our partnership with Woodside 
Elementary School continues to be 
strong. With partnership leaders I 
helped put together another “Serve Our 
Schools” day of service in the 
community. It was great to see people of 
all generations working together to love 
the families who attend this school by 
helping the staff prepare for the school 
year. 

Fireworks team.  “Our amazing fire-relief mission 
team” 

Fire Relief.  “Witnessing our fire-relief home  
building crew in action” 

“Another great year serving Woodside 
Elementary” 
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REPORT FROM ASSOCIATE PASTOR KURT HELMCKE CONINTUED 

 
Discipleship Growth. 
 
Missional learning was a major theme of my pastoral ministry in 2016.  
Building on a major preaching emphasis on missional spiritual gifts, I helped 
design and teach a Missional Ministry Conference and a follow-up “Missional 
Discovery” Class to take the congregation into this aspect of discipleship.  The 
60+ participants experienced remarkable energy, a sign that God was orienting 
us outward in missional service. 
 

 
Outward wasn’t the only 
direction of our learning.  We also went deeper into our 
faith as we studied the 450 year-old Heidelberg 
Catechism during the season of Lent.  More than 100 
people gathered to discuss their reading of Craig 
Barnes’ book “Body & Soul: Reclaiming the Heidelberg 
Catechism.”  We learned that above all else, we belong 
– body and soul, in life and in death – to our faithful 
Savior Jesus Christ. This was a spiritual highlight for my 
year. 

 
 

 
I continued to guide families in spiritual 
growth: leading a family-night group study of 
spiritual practices using John Ortberg’s “God is 
Closer than You Think,” coordinating the “Great 
Cloud of Witnesses” Christian biography reading 
group, teaching classes on Hebrews and 
Jeremiah in conjunction with Lectio Online 
Scripture Reading, and hosting a men’s study of 
Jeremiah at a local pub. 
 

 

Body & Soul Class.  “Our study of the 
Heidelberg Catechism took us deeper” 

“Officiating the wedding of John and Lauren 
Charleson” 

Communion Class 2016.  “Kids and parents learning 
what communion is all about” 

“Formed by the Holy 
Spirit to join Jesus in 

mission” 
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REPORT FROM ASSOCIATE PASTOR KURT HELMCKE CONCLUSION 

 
Pastoral Ministry. 
God called me into working with the deacons and 
helping guide the transition of Deacon moderator, 
visiting people in the hospital and praying with 
people for healing and hope, supporting and 
encouraging staff in Youth, Children’s and Nursery 
Ministries, walking together with families from the 
church and the community through memorial 
services and weddings, spiritually guiding and 
encouraging parents baptizing children, and 
teaching our communion class to young children 
and their parents.  I continued to equip elders and 
ministry leaders, encouraging the work that the 
Spirit is doing through them.   

 
 
 
I also continued to serve the Northwest Coast 
Presbytery as moderator of the Executive Board. 
In this capacity I coordinated a presbytery-wide 
survey of mission priorities that will help propel 
us into faithful ministry in this region. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Every step of the way, I’m grateful that 
everything is done together with you – the 
called and gifted people of God – and offered 
to God’s glory. In boundless hope we look 
forward to ministry in 2017. 
 
Grace & peace 
 
 

GA 2016.  “With Bill Simpson at the  
PC(USA) General Assembly in Portland, Or.” 

“With Kirk Sterling discussing the missional gift of 
shepherding” 

Mariners church outing.  “With the NCPC 
group at the Mariner’s game” 
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DISCIPLE FORMATION 

ADULT MINISTRIES  

Neva Goodrich and Mellissa Campana, Coordinators 

MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) 
 
MOPS is a grassroots movement that believes moms are world influencers. We believe that incubating hearts 
and giving just-because-hugs can change the course of history. That’s why we connect moms all over the 
world to a community of women who meet together to embrace the journey of motherhood. MOPS serves 
moms with children ages birth through kindergarten. 
 
At North Creek MOPS serves on average 35 women and 28 children the first and third Wednesday of the 
month for two hours. Our MOPS year follows the school calendar,  but this report will reflect the church year 
of January 2015 to 2016. 
 
A combination of volunteers and paid workers care for children during meetings. Brooke Yule is the fabulous 
coordinator of our MOPPETS workers.  We have eight volunteers who spent a total of 158.75 hours with our 
children We have a Steering Team made up of 13 volunteers that meets once a year for a day long retreat to 
plan the schedule for the year. Neva Goodrich and Melissa Campana are Co-coordinators 
 
In 2016, NCPC MOPS:  
- Welcomed speakers on Holiday Traditions, Easter Rest & Reflection, Redefining Success, Budgeting/Meal 
Planning, and A Fierce Flourishing & Pre-holiday Relaxation.   
- Planned Moms Nights Out and play dates outside of our regular meeting time as part of our fall and winter 
focus on the importance of building lifelong, authentic friendships.  
- Planned and attended the monthly North Creek Presbyterian Church Playgroup hosted in the gym.    
-Hosted an Easter Party, complete with pictures with live bunnies, as a fundraiser.   
- As part of our involvement in community service, wrote notes to homebound members of the church over 
the holidays and in the fall, stuffed 1,000 Easter eggs with candy for the homeless children of Mary’s Place 
Shelter to find at their Easter party and provided 588 meals for families in crisis through Helping Hands in 
Everett.   
 
It is wonderful to see friendships and 
community forming as we experience 
life’s struggles and joys.  MOPS provides 
time for moms to connect with each 
other over a cup of coffee.  Our moms 
are reminded of God’s unconditional 
and everlasting love through our 
devotions, speakers, mentor moms, and 
discussions.  Moms with little children 
treasure this time of connection and 
community.  We are thankful to North 
Creek Presbyterian for your support of 
this ministry.   
 
 
Submitted by Neva Goodrich 
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DISCIPLE FORMATION 

ADULT MINISTRIES 
 

Women’s Bible Study 

These are some of the faces you’ll see at Women’s Bible Study on  
Tuesday mornings from 10 am to noon in rooms C-72 & C-73.   

 
In January 2016 we continued a study of Galatians, written by our own small group facilitator Donna Hause.  Our con-
sideration sparked a desire to explore the Holy Spirit more deeply.  Our next study came from from the LifeGuide series  
titled “Meeting the Spirit” by Douglas Connelly.  We examined key passages of Scripture to learn vital truths about the 
Spirit of God and what He is anxious to do in our lives.  This led us to back to Galatians 5:22-23 and other Scriptures via 
the LifeGuide study “Fruit of the Spirit” by Hazel Offner, where we explored how the virtues of this “Fruit” exists in 
each of us by the Holy Spirit.  The fall of 2016 we resumed our school year with a study of  Psalms, Prayers of the Heart 
by Eugene Peterson.  Eugene asserts that “People look into mirrors to see how they look; they look into the Psalms to 
find out who they are.”  

During the traditional school year (September – May/June), we follow a formal Bible study curriculum with small group 
facilitation duties shared by Mary Jane Galbraith, Kim Voetberg, Donna Hause, Linda Roundhill, Jenny Scott and Barbara 
Johnson.  I am deeply grateful for the skills, knowledge and talents these women offer to our small group discussions.  
In addition, I am grateful for the musical talents of Barbara Johnson and Linda Roundhill who select and accompany the 
hymns we sing in worship on Tuesdays.  Our heartfelt thanks to Zora Schell who provides, prepares and serves refresh-
ment year round!  In winter, Bible study is canceled or delayed when the Everett School District is canceled or delayed. 
Women’s Bible Study continues during the summer months following a casual agenda with each participant bringing in 
a Bible verse or devotional to share.  
 
Our weekly offering of $1 per person is disbursed in support of mission and ministry. In 2016 we continued support to 
Christine Solomon, a missionary serving the children of Nepal through Wycliffe Bible Translators.  Contributions were 
also made to Kafeero Kenneth of New Hope Uganda, and to Friends of Bertrand, Haiti.  Additionally, we subscribe to 
the devotional “Our Daily Bread” which is available to Bible study participants at no additional charge.       
  
All women interested in deepening their relationships with God and with other women of faith are invited and warmly 
welcome to join us for time together on Tuesday mornings from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm in room C-72 & C-73. 

For more information call: 
Linda Cray 425-316-0786 
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DISCIPLE FORMATION 

NURSERY & CHILDCARE  
                          

Nursery & Childcare 

The mission of the Nursery program is to enable parents to strengthen their walk with Christ by providing a 

safe, nurturing, Christ-centered environment for infants and toddlers.  Sunday Nursery care is provided by 

volunteers who are trained and have had a background check.  Every volunteer gives freely of his or her 

time and love.  Special events at North Creek are staffed by paid workers. 

In 2016, we welcomed a total of 59 unique children on Sunday mornings, ranging in age from babies to 3 

year olds (with a few visits from older siblings).  

 Our Sunday morning volunteers ranged from teens to great-grandparents, with some extra help from our 

“junior volunteers”, who are ages 9-12.  A total of 28 (wonderful, fantastic, selfless, caring) people 

volunteered their time in the Nursery...almost 140 hours all together! 

Childcare at church events helped 33 different families attend classes, workshops, meetings and concerts.  

Toddlers in the Nursery on Sunday mornings are already learning Bible stories, along with simple concepts 

about God and his love for us.  Curious what a two-year-old can learn about God? Take a look at the 

illustrations! 

 

Molly Pankow,  

Nursery and Childcare Coordinator 
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DISCIPLE FORMATION 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY   

Children’s Ministry 

Sunday School/Godly Play:  

This year Children’s Ministry averaged between 40 and 50 kids on 

any given Sunday attending our Sunday morning programs.  These 

are children who range from 3 years old all the way up through 5th 

grade.  Children’s Ministry also changed the check in process in 

September from a physical card system to a more secure online 

check in process.   

Sunday morning children’s programs were staffed by more than 30 

volunteers.  During our Sunday morning programs kids learned 

about who God is and what’s he done through the Dwell 

Curriculum, the 9 AM service, and the Godly Play Curriculum, at 

the 11 AM service.  Our children learned in a variety of ways from, creating musical instruments to learning through 

acting, writing, and games.   

 

Summer Bible Camp 

Summer Bible Camp was held at McCollum Park for the 3rd year in a row.  It was 

staffed by more than 25, adult and junior volunteers and was attended by more 

than 50 kids.  The theme this year was Sail the Seas!  Children learned all about 

how God was with them, no matter where they went.  Some of the highlights, were 

learning from Captain Pete the pirate each day, a wind chime craft, awesome music 

and Bible teaching, parachute games, and midweek ice cream social where parents 

and kids met people from the church and learned all about SBC!   

Some of my favorite moments from the week are when I had multiple parents 

thank me for hosting SBC at a park and telling me about how their kids looked 

forward to it, during the year.  Or when I had one camper explain to me why he 

believed in Jesus and how Jesus had made an impact on his life.   
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DISCIPLE FORMATION 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY –  JENNIFER DOWN, 
 DREW PARIS, ELDERS            

Children’s Ministry - continued 

Special Events 

Children’s Ministry hosted a number of Special Events 

throughout the year, these ranged from a fall kickoff party that 

included a bouncy house and shaved ice, to partnering with the 

youth ministry to raise money for their mission trip and 

resulted in pies in the face for Sean and Nathan.  Families also 

attended our Lent and Advent events, where they had the 

opportunity to participate in a prayer maze and create an 

Advent calendar for their fridge.  Children’s Ministry also 

helped host a parenting conference, communion class, pack 

over 80 boxes for Operation Christmas Child, partner with the 

Drop In Play Group, and more in 2016 as families of all ages 

grew closer to each other and to God.   

Family Night 

Family Night is the midweek children’s program, designed to 

help families build community and grow in their spiritual lives.  

This year we participated in the church-wide Lent study of the 

Heidelberg Catechism, participated in several scavenger hunts 

and played lots of four square.  One of my favorite stories from 

Family Night, is when one mom shared how her son, after a 

rough morning, told her she needed to focus on being thankful, 

and had her write down some things she was thankful for and 

deposit them in the thankfulness jar, they had made the 

previous night at Family Night. 
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YOUTH MINISTRIES 
         ELDERS 

Youth Ministries 

DISCIPLE FORMATION 

What a year for youth ministry at North Creek!  This last year was my first full year as youth director and I was blessed 

to be a part of an amazing group of youth, families and staff.  There’s so much I’d love to share, but for the sake of 

time I’ve selected a few highlights of our year. 

 

Everett Gospel Mission 

The youth and their parents served a delicious family style meal to the 

homeless men at Everett Gospel Mission.  It was a beautiful thing to see 

such joy on the faces of those serving and those receiving a delicious, hot 

meal.  I was especially pleased to see that after all the guests had been 

served, our North Creek students and parents sat with the guests to enjoy 

the meal together. 

  

 

 

CO’HR Mission Trip 

The mission trip called CO’HR (meaning teamwork) was about partnering with 

Tall Timber Ranch to serve the local community.  While our team did some 

service projects for the camp like building trails splitting fire wood, we also 

served offsite bringing games and crafts to the 

children at the migrant work camp in Monitor.  

We spent two afternoons with the children and 

they were so excited that we had returned on the 

second day that they were lined up waiting for us 

as we pulled in.  We also spent a day in Pateros 

improving the trails and other restoration work at 

Alta Lake State Park, a location that was badly 

damaged by the fire in 2014. 

   

 

Wednesday Night Youth Group 

The youth group is for students 6-12th grade and meets weekly on Wednesday nights from 7-9pm.  Though not every 

week is the same, a typical night begins with some great hang time around maybe an exciting game of foosball or Ping-

Pong (new table curtesy of the Roundhill family), 

followed by worship time, group prayer, time studying 

Gods’ word, and lastly discussion groups to further dive 

into the lesson.  We are a great bunch of boys and girls, 

students and adults, who love the Lord and encourage 

one another in our pursuit of Christ.  Some of our studies 

this year have included the book of Hebrews, James, The 

5 Love Languages, Hard Questions about Faith, and The 

Lord’s Prayer.   
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YOUTH MINISTRIES 
         ELDER 

Youth Ministries continued 

DISCIPLE FORMATION 

 

New Partners in Youth Ministry 

This year we’ve been blessed by a great relationship with the 

youth ministries at Calvin and Snohomish Presbytery.  Together, 

we’ve had the opportunity to plan some incredible joint youth 

events like Whirlyball, Winter Jam, and Broomball.   

 

Spring and Fall Retreats 

A longstanding tradition of the youth ministry at North Creek 

and personal passion of mine has been taking time to retreat.  In the spring our senior high students stayed at Camp 

Casey where we explored the old forts and reflected on stories from scripture of the courage God provides in the midst 

of a life’s challenges and fears.  The middle school students joined Island Lake’s Fusion Camp where together with 

nearly a dozen other churches we played paintball, drove motor cross bikes, worshiped with an amazing band and 

enjoyed some great Bible teaching.  Together all our youth went to Warm Beach in the fall for our annual BRAKEAWAY 

retreat, to kick off the new school year together.  Highlights included a ropes course, exploding watermelons, Olympic 

games, laser tag, hanging with friends from Whidbey Island’s youth group, worship time and practicing listening to God.    

  

High School Graduation 

High school graduation is a special time for students and their parents, as well as for many others who have invested in 

the lives of the youth of our church.  In June we celebrated the graduation of 13 students (left to right: Abby Heivilin, 

Jessie Todd, Sam Cahill, Jensen Anderson, Mark Roundhill, Nathanael Ramos, Elizabeth Thomas, Madison Jaenson.  Also 

not present for photo were Nick Brinkley, Jason Ernst, Ben Greider, Michael Sharpe, Colby Weber, and Kali Wilson).  In 

addition, the youth ministry mailed care packages to college freshmen and a lunch was hosted at Christmas break to 

show our ongoing care and support for all our young adults in college and career.  

 

In Christ, 

Sean 
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE – ED RENGLI, ELDER 
Amy VeCera, Moderator 

Deacons 

It is my joy and pleasure to report on the activity of the Board of Deacons for this year.  There are 14 

deacons serving our congregation.  We have worked as a solid team to make sure responsibilities are met.  

Board members have moved into new roles this year and some are serving in several capacities.  We have 

deacons signed up monthly to assist Malisha Christian in setting up for communion.  

In direct care, we have provided:  

 calls and visits to those dealing with medical crisis and operations  

 meals for families experiencing illness  

 caring cards for those who have had surgeries, welcomed new babies and faced family deaths  

 funds to support memorials  

 Barnabas Funds to care for a family in need of temporary financial support 

 communion to those who are homebound 

 transportation to church and medical appointments 

 gift cards for gas, bus fare and groceries 

 Subway gift cards to homeless 

It is only through the generosity of the  congregation that the Deacons can facilitate the care provided to 

our church members. The most recent Volunteer Appreciation Sunday yielded more than 50 Caring 

Commitment Cards.   

As our church looks towards living a Missional Life, it will be exciting to see how the Deacons are able to 

support this movement. 

Active Care: Jacqueline Swanson, Dave Cleator 

Semi-Active: Susan Stansberry 

Membership Tracking: Randye Barsotti 

Communion Coordinator: Malisha Christian 

Home Communion:  Joyce Bolz, Julie Taylor 

Finance Team:  Gordon Jaensen, Jim Willet, Carol 

Slaughterbeck 

Transportation: Joan Eble 

Household Chores: Joyce Bolz 

Meals: David Cray 

Cards: Terry Summe 

Meals: David Cray 

Cards: Terry Summe 

WORSHIP AND MISSION 
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE – ED RENGLI, ELDER 
LeAnn Venn, Stephen Leaders 

Stephen Ministers 

WORSHIP AND MISSION 

Stephen Ministers:   Stephen Leaders: 

Linda Cray    LeAnn Venn 

Tom Eble       

Sue Rengli 

Forrest Dill  

Sara Cahill.  

Kirk Sterling 

Alayne Whitman 

Lynn Willett 

Stephen Ministry is made of lay-people trained to provide one-to-one care to people experiencing a difficult time in 
life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, relocation, etc. Stephen Ministers have a passion for 
bringing Christ’s love and care to people during a time of need. 

A Stephen Minister begins a caring relationship when he or she is matched with a person experiencing a life crisis. The 
Stephen Minister then meets with that person on a weekly basis to listen, care, encourage, and provide emotional and 
spiritual support. The caring relationship lasts as long as the person is in need of care. 

Stephen Ministry continued to serve the North Creek congregation and the community in 2016. Six Stephen Ministers 
regularly met with care receivers. We commissioned two additional Stephen Ministers following their 50 hours of train-
ing in June, welcomed back one who was previously trained, and two stepped down.   

Many of our Stephen Ministers had two care receivers throughout the year. Four relationships wrapped-up with one 
hundred forty-six hours and 162 contacts made.  

Stephen Leader, Debby Casson served as the NCPC trainer with the ecumenical group of Stephen Ministry programs 
from four area churches. Stephen Leader LeAnn Venn served as the contact person for those wanting a Stephen Minis-
ter. Stephen Ministers and Stephen Leaders met twice a month for supervision and continuing education.  Continuing 
education speakers, some from NCPC and others from the community, came to the meetings to provide continuing 
education. We invited the congregation to two continuing education sessions on caregiving from Alzheimers Associa-
tion. 

In June Reverend David Casson went to Stephen Leader training in Florida. Once again both our pastors are trained Ste-
phen Leaders.  

Debbie Casson stepped down as a Stephen Leader at the end of the year. She will continue to serve as a trainer for the 
2017 training sessions. 

Our current Stephen Ministers are: Dick Brumm, Jan Cleator, Linda Cray, Sue Rengli, Sarah Sundin, Alayne Whitman, 
and Lynn Willett. 

If you, a family member, or friends need support during a difficult time contact one of the pastors or LeAnn Venn, Ste-
phen Leader, 425-239-8144. 
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Memorial Ministry 

WORSHIP AND MISSION 

 

The NCPC Memorial Ministry hosted 8 memorials and receptions in 2016.  Four of those services were to 

celebrate the lives of people whose families are or were members of North Creek. 

 Beverly Wentland – mother of former member Mike Wentland (Mike & Brenda   

 now live in North Carolina.) 

 Dick James – long time member with his wife Debbie. 

 Frank Mace whose wife Marilyn is now attending NCPC and is a member of the   

 Memorial Team 

 Bud Bridges, father of former member Jan Dougherty (Jan and David are living in   

 Bellingham) 

 

The remaining 4 memorials were held at North Creek because family members knew of our ministry.  One 

of those families sent the following just recently… 

  Diana & “The Crew”, 

  Thank you all so very much for making my mom’s memorial so wonderful!    

 What you all do there is an amazing service!  In a time that is extremely    

 difficult, you help to ease the pain.  The number of people there to help was   

 amazing! 

     God Bless You All 

This ministry could not exist without the dedicated team of men and women who help with memorial 

preparations through media assistance before and during the service, bulletin preparation and providing 

music., as well as the team who make the reception possible by shopping, food prep, Fellowship Hall 

setup, assistance during the reception and with cleanup.  These 35+ individuals AND those who provide 

delicious homemade cookies for each reception, are truly blessings to people in a time of great need. 

 

     Together in Christ, 

      Diana Hunt 
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

 
Photo by Ankit Shah 

 

North Creek was blessed to welcome twelve new members in 2016: Carol and Steven Clouse, Jason and 
Laurie Rollins, Maury Spencer, Julie Vance, Forestt and Mary Ye, Lisha Schue, Nannette and Steven 
Westlake.  
 
Our Fall 2016 class was unique in that Pastor Kurt was able to incorporate our curriculum into the Missional 

Discovery classes, so our newest members not only learned about the Presbyterian Church and NCPC in 

particular, but also explored how to use their gifts and talents to better serve God, grow spiritually, and be-

come fully integrated into the life of this church. New member Nannette Westlake took that very seriously 

and has already agreed to become part of your New Member team. Welcome, Nannette! 

Special thanks to Pastor Kurt for his inspired teaching, his willingness to explore new methods, and most of 
all his dedication to our Lord Jesus and to this important ministry.  Thank you also to Linda Cray, whose spe-
cial brand of sweetness has brought warmth and hospitality to New Member classes for the past several 
years. 
      Submitted by: 
      Marguerite Witten, New Member Coordinator 

 

 
Graduation Luncheon - Winter 2016 

INVITATION & WELCOMING 
Margy Witten, chair 

New Members Ministry 
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

 MISSIONAL OUTREACH  

 
Mission Strategy Team 

This past year was a challenge with keeping our team together.  We started out the year with seven people, but in the 
spring we lost Sarah and Pat Sweeney, and in the summer we lost Simone Sterling.  They all moved down to Southern 
CA.  In December, we received the resignation of Dennis Lambert, who was a long time MST {Mission Strategy Team} 
member.  We wish them well and we are grateful for their years of service to the mission of care and discipleship.  We 
are seeking new members, and invite anyone from the church to join us. 
We had another busy year.  We provided funding for 17 action teams, including continued support for fire relief in 
Eastern Washington.  The MST budget was $88,641.  With the closing of Dinner at the Creek and funds that were not 
spent, our expenditures were at 68K for the year.  As in the past, NCPC has been generous to missions and we raised an 
additional 79K outside the budget for a total missions giving of $126,459.45. 
We also had a number of pancake breakfasts that supported various mission groups including Renewal Ministries, 
Community College Outreach, Haiti and Multiplication Network.  We need to thank everyone who got involved in this 
work, and we all had a great time doing this.   
We have a number of highlights for MST that are worthy of sharing.  We welcomed back home Tal and Tiffany 
Anderson and  family.  We were able to fund them past their time in the field, which helped them get resettled back in 
their home in Mill Creek.  We are grateful for their many years of service with New Hope Uganda.  
 
 Our support for the fire relief remained very strong.  We had many volunteers this year with several hundred hours of 
service each working at rebuilding the homes lost by wild fire two years ago.  Their focus remained in the framing of 
four homes.  We are grateful to  Walt and Alta Johnson in Clearview for allowing us to use their garage space to build 
the wall panels before trailering them out to the job site in Okanogan County.  Crews from NCPC also worked on the 
interiors of three homes that we framed, installing doors, flooring, molding and cabinets.  This work has been 
documented by TV stations. 
The HELP Team {His Enduring Love Provides} continued its community work with numerous building projects for NCPC 
members and on our own church building.   
We also need to mention that a number of the groups that we funded would be unable to carry on their fine ministries 
if NCPC was not able to support them.  We continue to support the work in Bertrand, Haiti by providing shelter, 
teacher salaries and school supplies and some food.  See the Bertrand report for more information. 
Christine Solomon is another of our recipients.  Christine is teaching at a mission school in Katmandu, Nepal and her 
subjects are English and drama.  Many of the students who attend her school are sons and daughters of missionaries.  
Also in attendance are students who are Muslim or Hindu but hear the Good News of Jesus Christ at the school. 
Jeff Kwon, who was a part of the church for many years, is also the recipient of funding from the church through MST.  
Jeff is working with a group called Act Beyond which trains missionaries to live and share their faith in closed access 
countries. 
We continue to work with Operation Nightwatch where we provide a meal to hopeless people in downtown Seattle.  
We have at least 20-40 people from NCPC who were involved last year.  In December, we were able to provide a 
special grant of 2K for the operational cost of this very important ministry.   
Multiplication Network Ministries was able to place 1333 Chinese Bibles in China, which is becoming more difficult to 
reach because of stricter laws that are now in place.  These are a few highlights of the many things that MST was 
involved in through funding and in some cases providing volunteers.  
In closing, we are hoping that 2017 will bring on a number of new ministry opportunities for members of North Creek.  
Starting this year, we would like to team up with Community College Outreach with funds as well as volunteers to 
perform various ministries to international students.   There are also discussions with various members of NCPC to look 
at resettling a refugee family in the Mill Creek area. 
In closing, please pray about joining the Mission Strategy Team.  We meet the first Tuesday of each month.  Also, find 
your passion and get involved in any of our mission teams in something of interest to you. God will bless you and you 
will be filled with joy of heart as you serve our Lord.  
 
 The Mission Strategy Team, 
Mark Thompson, Jim Armstrong and Steve Chittenden 
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 MISSIONAL OUTREACH  
Donna & Gary Turner, Chair 

Friends of Bertrand, Haiti 

 
The Lord Jesus Christ is at work in Bertrand Haiti! In the midst of poverty and the devastation of Hurricane Matthew in 
October, their faith, persistence and hard work is a great example for all. We did not travel to Haiti this year but we 
have communicated regularly with Pastor Desvariste, our in-country leader, and continue to explore how we can best 
love and support the people of this community of Bertrand.   
 
Ministry Background and Key Accomplishments: 
In 2012, after the earthquake, and thanks to individual financial supporters and NCPC, we re-opened the Bertrand 
Christian school after 2 years of closure. The number of children receiving quality Christian education has grown from 
80 students in 2012, to more than 180 this year.  Additionally, 10 teachers and 3 cooks are employed, providing income 
to their family and the community. 90% of the students passed the 6-grade test making them eligible for High School. 
With our financial support, a life-changing community well providing clean drinking water was completed and they built 
an additional room and cooking facility.  
 
Hurricane Matthew Relief and Recovery 
As Hurricane Matthew zeroed in on Bertrand we sent money in advance to 
secure food and supplies from Port-au-Prince, thinking local food supplies and 
crops would be wiped out.  The hurricane damage was devastating. The church 
and school roof structures demolished and the church parish collapsed. After the 
hurricane, we sent additional funds for supplies and rebuilding by the village.  In 
a little more than a week church and school reopened in a temporary structure! 
 
Food for Thought and Real Food for Students! 
In addition to education, children receive a nutritious lunch every day. Without 
our involvement, most of these student would go hungry. Thank you for your 
prayers and financial support.  
 
Friends of Bertrand, Haiti Ministry Team Purpose statement:  
 
“To see, serve, and follow Jesus in the emerging congregational partnership between NCPC and Bertrand Haiti Church 
and School” For more information or to become involved in this ministry please contact Gary and Donna Turner: (206)
604-5771, garyeturner1972@gmail.com  
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MISSIONAL OUTREACH 
                                                                                                                                                          Diana Hunt, Chair 

Russia Mission 

“Christmas at North Creek” has been the major fund raising event for the NCPC Russia Mission Team for 23 years.  

Beginning in 1993 the proceeds from this event and other fund raising efforts were sent to St. Petersburg to aid our 

sister church, Trinity Ismailov Cathedral, in restoring their building following the fall of communism.  Upon 

completion of that major restoration project the North Creek team has sent funds from the annual 3-day event to the 

Children’s Hospice, also in St. Petersburg.  This year we once again raised almost $7,000, which was added to the 

$1,200 from the church’s annual mission budget and will be sent to continue to support the operation of the 

Hospice.* 

 

The holiday-themed boutique is a 3-day event which brings hundreds of 

shoppers through our doors, but the preparatory work goes on 

throughout the year.  For the entire existence of Christmas at North 

Creek, Trudy Scott has spent much time each year searching for new 

and quality crafters while Meg Cooper handles the paperwork and 

financial elements involved.  Boutique week brings over 60 helpers onto 

the scene.  This year 10 men handled the setup prior to the arrival of 

the crafters on Tuesday, 4 talented ladies used their decorative skills to 

put everything in place, and 40 more enthusiastic church members 

helped keep everything running smoothly throughout the boutique. 

(We were even blessed by the sweet sounds of Christmas music 

played by Chuck Spaulding on his hammer dulcimer!)  Additional 

volunteers handled the cleanup on Saturday afternoon and one 

more group helped with counting on the following Tuesday.   

 

Not only does Christmas at North Creek provide a significant, much-

needed gift to the Children’s Hospice, it serves as an outreach to our 

surrounding communities and provides a wonderful opportunity of 

fellowship for many in our North Creek family. 

 

*As of this writing we are still working on getting these funds safely 

to the Children’s Hospice.  President Putin has forbidden that 

charitable funds from the United States be accepted in Russia.  

Knowing American support is critical to the continued existence of 

the Children’s Hospice, founder Fr. Alexander Tkchenko has set up a 

foundation in London through which we can wire transfer our 

funds.  We will let the Hospice staff know when we’ve sent the 

transfer and they in turn will let us know when the funds have been 

received from England.  Just one of the many things that need 

prayer in this time of international unrest. 

 

Diana Hunt 
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MISSIONAL OUTREACH  
                                                                                                                                                          Max & Dee Rigelman, Chair 

NCPC Food Pantry 

Names of MAT members: Max Rigelman, Dee Rigelman, Marge and Folkey Tegman, Hannah Nichols, plus three stu-
dents from Archbishop Murphy High School who helped out with Dinner at the Creek. In addition the office staff dis-
tributes the grocery bags during the work week.  
 
Purpose statement: To feed the hungry; those In need of nourishment for both the body and the soul 
 
Meeting times: Plan for regular, ongoing meetings on the last Thursday of each month (DATC)  
 
Volunteer time commitment: Approximately four hours per person per month. This is down from the commitment 
required of volunteers during the run of Dinner at the Creek, which was approximately 11 hours per person per 
month.  
 
Annual Update:  
1. Mission Goals: To feed the hungry; those in need of nourishment for both the body and the soul. 
 
2. There is currently no plan for team member recruitment.  
 
3. Plan for community involvement : We request donations of groceries every month throughout the year. This is ac-
complished through a number of ways: a flyer is at the information desk, we request items on the media screen prior 
to our church service every Sunday  and we post our needs on our church website. The downside of this is the man 
hours it takes to sort through the donations . As North Creek does not accept expired items, around 20% of donations 
must be removed before  food is  prepared for distribution.  
 
4. Report of Accomplishments for 2016:  Many families provide donations on a regular basis  thanks to our outreach 
efforts. Most importantly we have given out 303 bags of groceries to the needy this year compared to 430 last year; 
and due to quality donations we have reduced our expenses. The reduction in grocery bags given out is due to the dis-
continued Dinner at the Creek event.  
 
 5. Requested support from congregation: Provide us with wonderful food drives such as Sarah Sweeney did in 2015. 
Have the youth directors do food drives with children and their families that attend our Sunday schools, church events, 
and summer events. 
 
Allotted budget for 2015: $7,600.00 

 
Actual dollars spent (projected): $4,417.19  * * * $3,182.01 under budget. 

 
2017 funding request:  $4,000.00  
 
Max or Dee Rigelman 
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

MISSION OUTREACH 
 
 

Library Ministry 

The Church library had a make-over this last summer. There were books everywhere and it 

seemed like there was no life let in the books. And then one day the work started and books 

were separated into like sections, some added, some deleted, some donated, then rearranged 

and blessed by over 15 volunteers who helped jump start the library. The library now has a de-

lightful children's section, adult & teen fiction section and a bible commentary section. 

 

If you have any ideas, needs or questions for the library, please contact the library through the 

NCPC website under the Resource tab. 

 

Adrienne 
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MISSION OUTREACH 
Randye Barsotti, Chair 

Matthew House Prison Ministry 

 

The Families of inmates at the Monroe Prison were so appreciative of our efforts to help make their Children 

feel loved and cared for during this 2016 Christmas Season.  As some of you know, every week we sell  

donuts and $.25 of every dollar is saved for Christmas distribution of gift cards.  As well the $650.00 collected 

for the Quilt raffle tickets was used to purchase gift cards. 

 

Your gift donations of Gift Cards, Lego’s, stuffed animals, PJ’s, art sets, baby dolls along with Barbie Dolls 

showed that we have compassion for those who are less fortunate than us.  Reaching out to these families 

shows we have hopes for their Children and their futures.  At NCPC we feel very blessed to have what we 

have, and want to share our resources as well as His love without judgment.  The physical gifts we gave come 

from our hearts and the gifts we have received from knowing and following Jesus Christ and his teaching to 

us.  THANK you again for your support in 2016 to the Matthew House Ministry Fellowship.  Watch for  

additional opportunities to help out this Ministry.   
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

MISSIONAL OUTREACH 
Chuck Popik, Chair 

The Employment Network (TEN)  

What We Do and Why We Do It:  This mission of our church assists people seeking employment during 

one of the most traumatic times of their lives. It is cost-free to participants.  We never ask job seekers to 

attend or support our church.  Although we close in prayer each week, religion is not part of our weekly 

meetings. 

Because our leadership team collectively has many years of experience in hiring and career counseling in 

many areas of business, we feel qualified to assist others in their job search. We also use the same method-

ology that is used by large outplacement firms, which of course can be very expensive for the job seeker. 

Many local churches have adopted our methods for their ministries.   

Our goal is simple: “Help the unemployed or underemployed find meaningful employment as long as the 

need exists”.    

We do this by assisting individuals to plan their employment search and hone their technique through re-

sume writing and editing, developing interview skills and other supportive efforts. We work from a loose 

agenda so that we can address each job seeker’s individual need.  

In 2016 we had five NCPC-related men active in this ministry and we would welcome qualified women to 

join us. 

We continue to meet every Friday at 10:00AM at in Classroom C69 for two hours.  

 

Our results:  In 2016 the Snohomish County job market improved greatly and the number of job seekers 

at our meetings significantly declined. We served 13 new mid-career adults plus two college students and 

three high school age job seekers.  Two previous members earned promotions in their career fields. 

In addition to our normal meetings, we have provided counseling to grandparents trying to help their fami-

lies, as well as our church members during our post service coffee hour. 

         

Chuck, Dave, James, Max, and Paul     

Your NCPC Employment Networking team 
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MISSIONAL OUTREACH 
Michael Gibb, Chair 

Operation Nightwatch 

NCPC team is one of many that provide a nightly meal to about 150 people.  We pass out clothing, toiletries, and 

smiles.  The Nightwatch staff finds overnight shelter for these souls.  Additionally, there are 24 elderly/handicapped 

individuals in the upstairs apartments that we serve.   

We rotate people monthly and inter-generationally.  NCPC teams of 6-10 volunteers serve the 2nd Monday of each 

month at the Nightwatch facility in Seattle.  

In 2016, we provided a delicious and hot meal to about 150 people each night. We recruited seven new volunteers, 

in part thanks to our 5 Minutes in the Field skit in July, entitled, “The Face of Homelessness”.  

 

 

- 2016 allotted budget:  $3000 

- Amount spent by Sept. 30:  $2200. 

- 2017 funding request: $3000/ year = $250 per month 

 

Prayers are needed for the program as food supply costs are up, homelessness is at a critical stage in downtown 

Seattle and direct donations of provisions to Operation Nightwatch are down. 

 

In the coming year, Michael Gibb will be stepping down as the MAT leader for Operation Nightwatch at the end of 

2016.  We are canvassing our team for a new leader. 

We hope to hold another sock, clothing and toiletry drives via the congregation in 2017.  We will endeavor to include 

youth, students, and young adults each month. 
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  WORSHIP & ARTS 
                                                                                                                                                          Diana Hunt, Chair 

Worship and Arts 

As stated in the Roles and Responsibilities for worship at NCPC, the general tasks for the Worship & Arts team 

are as follows” 

 Confers with Pastor, equipping elder and Music Director in evaluating the worship life of the church on a 

regular basis 

 Works with Pastor and/or equipping elder on seasonal worship and special services 

 Ensures the look and furnishings of the sanctuary contribute to a spirit of worship and hospitality for all 

 Promotes artistic expressions in the life of the church that express God’s beauty and draw people into 

personal and corporate worship 

 Supports and evaluates the use of media and technology in worship 

With the above in mind we entered 2016 with several goals in mind.  Some were accomplished and others we 

continue to work on as we begin 2017. 

In 2016 we 

 Purchased additional pew Bibles working toward our goal to have 2 Bibles in every pew rack so they are 

accessible to more worshippers during Sunday morning worship. 

 Purchased 4 matching stools for use in worship by musicians and/or other worship participants 

 Purchased a wooden music stand for use by choir director Hal and others during Sunday morning worship 

and occasional events in the Sanctuary. 

 Sent several representatives to a local Worship and Arts conference 

 Connected with Mission Strategy Team about mission presentations during worship and Welcome Team 

about summer worship schedule 

 Brought the Mosaic Choir to North Creek for a fund 

raising concert for Carlton Complex Fire rebuilding of 

homes 

 Met with pastors, Youth , Children’s and Adult Ministry 

leaders, MST & Welcome Team representatives to plan 

the single service and fellowship events for summer of 

2016. 

 Assisted Carol Dunham in decorating the Sanctuary and 

Narthex for Lent and Advent 

 Purchased banners for Easter services, Summer worship, 

and choir Christmas Concert.   

 Wrote thank you’s to almost 150+ members, of all ages, 

who participated as choir members, worship team 

musicians, prayer leaders, ushers, worship leaders,  and 

decorating team.  
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  WORSHIP & ARTS 
                                                                                                                                                          Diana Hunt, Chair 

Worship and Arts continued 

 Assisted team members Glenna Carter & Randye Barsotti with 3 

post worship summer picnics 

 Joined team member Dave Berkompas and almost 150 other 

members at a post worship Mariner game 

 Said “Good bye” to Bruce Lavers, faithful team member, elder 

and lead for 2nd service ushers  

 Scheduled individuals and families to light candles and read the 

litany during Advent 

 Brought the “High Class Brass” quintet to play between services 

on December 18th. 

 Supported each other in prayer 

 

 

We continue to be truly blessed by our media team who spend 

countless hours making it possible for us to have worship services 

that incorporate audio and visual experiences throughout.  Thank 

you to Bryan Venn, Media Staff; Kate West, Chris Stack and Dick 

McGrath, volunteers.   

 

 

In His service, 

Worship & Arts Team 

Randye Barsotti, Dave Berkompas, Glenna Carter, Carol Cunham, 

Diana Hunt, Dick McGrath Kate West; Bryan Venn, Media Staff 

lead; Hal Hunt, Choir Director; Lolly Brasseur, Director of Music 

Ministry; Angel Down, Elder and David Casson, Lead Pastor 

 

Worship Planning Team 

Lolly Brasseur, Carol Dunham, Kate Gibbs, Julie Gleason, Diana & 

Hal Hunt, Bryan Venn, Kate West, Pastors David Casson and Kurt 

Helmcke 
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Choir 2016 
 
 

In my mind the choir year, like a school year, spans portions of two calendar years between September and 

June. During that time the choir sang in worship services 25 Sunday mornings, and rehearsed on 32 

Wednesday evenings.  Additional choir services were Good Friday and Christmas Eve.   

The choir’s annual Christmas concert was presented Saturday, December 10th to an appreciative audience 

that nearly filled the sanctuary.  The featured cantata was “Appalachian Winter” preceded by “How Many 

Kings,” and concluded with an encore, “Jesus, What a Wonderful Child.”  We extend special thanks to Pastor 

David who’s opening welcome message and prayer set an inviting tone for the program, and to Pastor Kurt 

and Chrystal Helmcke whose dramatic readings enhanced the appreciation of the music.  Credit must be 

extended to the media team; Bryan Venn, sound; Kate West, video; Dick McGrath, lighting, whose presence 

is seldom mentioned because it goes unnoticed.  

 

I am indebted to the singers in the choir for their dedication and commitment to the choir, most of whom 

devote an average of 4-1/2 hours weekly in rehearsals and Sunday anthems.  The active roster includes 35 

singers including two who joined in September; Mark Louder and Joel Mattson. What a blessing to welcome 

newcomers who bring new energy and talent to the choir family!  The size enables a balanced ensemble 

even when several singers are absent. 

 

For the past few years I have subscribed to a choral music service that delivers two mailings annually, in 

January and August, including more than two hundred recently published choir anthems in print and CD 

recordings for review. This service was created to fill the void of previous choral music reading sessions no 

longer being sponsored by Christian music publishers.   

 

Countless hours are spent during the choir’s off seasons reviewing and eliminating most, but gleaning a few 

treasures to be added to the choir library.  It was during this time in August that I began to seriously think 

and pray about retirement.  It occurred to me that in the year 2018 I will have concluded 30 years service (a 

second career) as NCPC choir director and, at age 77, be ready for a life without a regular work schedule. 

Once the decision was made I sent a letter to my supervisors, Pastor David Casson and Lolly Brasseur advising 

them of my intention to retire at the end of May 2018. So, looking ahead with anticipation of the next year-

and-a-half, this concludes my penultimate Annual Report. 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

Hal Hunt 

WORSHIP AND MISSION 

WORSHIP & ARTS 
Diana Hunt, Chair 
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

 

Let’s start from the very Beginning: apparently, it’s a very good place to start.   
 

“Do, a deer, a female deer”  

We journeyed into the New Year 2016 with the echoes of Jesus’ birth, as well as traditional Epiphany music 

presented by our regular musicians in exciting new roles: as soloists!  Sarah Walters played her oboe in a first-

time offertory solo (“Canon in D” by Pachelbel), and Colby Weber sang a stirring solo rendition of “What Child 

is This?” accompanied by her mother, Raegina!  Dave and Linda Cray  stepped in to lead music when Lolly was 

absent for a weekend and hosted Karis Pratt (who is one of our regular vocalists), as their pianist!   
 

“Re, a drop of morning sun”  

In February, we launched into an exciting Lent season with the Heidelberg Catechism. It was an exciting series 

for our music ministry !  Pastor David commissioned Lolly to compose a theme song for the series featuring 

the lyrics of the Heidelberg’s First Question. Abby Heivilin first presented the song, “My Only Comfort, (Body 

and Soul),” to our congregation as an offertory. “My Only Comfort” continues to be part of  worship services 

by staff and congregational request, both in our Sunday worship services and youth services! 
 

“Me, a name I call myself”  

After focusing on the Heidelberg Catechism, we culminated our study with reflection on The Lord’s Prayer, a  

source of inspiration for many songs, many of which we utilized in our Palm Sunday service! Of special note 

was the first-time participation of our very own Pastor David on guitar! We celebrated Jesus’ resurrection 

with a team of unique musicians: (YAY, ORCHESTRA!) two guests and two college students back on Spring 

break. Adrienne McGruder led a convicting rendition of “Shine On Us”, which was a thrilling challenge with all 

its three-voiced harmonies, but the song brought us further into the power and excitement that is Christ’s 

resurrection. 
 

“Fa, a long, long way to run”  

During our “Mission Incomparable” series, we did some fantastic fund-raising through the Mosaic choir to 

help support the long-term recovery of Okanogan County after horrendous wildfires and invited guest artist 

Brittany Jean Walker to feature her own composition that explained the tragedy. It was a meaningful experi-

ence to collaborate with other believers outside NCPC to bring more relief to people in need here in Washing-

ton State. 
 

“So, a needle-pulling thread”  

Summer was a splurge of wonderful musical talent—some regular, new, and always the return-home-college-

students if Lolly can help it!  Summer made for delightful memories, starting with Adrienne McGruder and 

Karis Pratt as a dynamic duo for the presentation of  “Scandal of Grace”. They were followed by a new music 

team drummer Chris Stack, who has been volunteering as a sound technician for 5 years, but Lolly talked him 

out of hiding! And let’s not forget the inspiration of return-home college students like Kylara Pankow and 

Faith Gleason sharing their talents with us, even when their time is so limited on summer break! (Note: Faith 

made time to share her voice and guitar with her NCPC family just weeks before her own wedding!)  

  WORSHIP & ARTS 
                                                                                                                                                       Diana Hunt, Chair 

Music Ministry 
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

“La, a note to follow So”  

With the kick-off of the church year in September, the orchestra was back, bringing us  another church-

member-musician: Jenny O’Dell on cello! Lea Louder partnered with Sarah Walter on oboe ; Joel Mattson 

started on music team weeks after his first Sunday at NCPC; John Osborne collaborated with guest leaders 

Dave and Linda Cray after a sabbatical; and guests Kevin McClenehan on cello and Claire Calderon on bassoon 

were back! Many offertories earlier in the year became congregational songs, among them “Let Your Kingdom 

Come” and “Your Name.” As the holidays approached, Lolly recruited a small ensemble of musicians to help 

us celebrate Thanksgiving week: Lolly learned via congregational feedback that it’s ok if she does instrumental 

arrangements of a familiar song from time to time without a vocal solo . 

 

“Ti, a drink with jam and bread”  

The musical moments of Advent were some of the most creative in the last five years: Lolly worked with 

Pastor David and Diana Hunt to recruit and collaborate with artists in our church to present offertories 

expressing “The Bible’s Own Christmas Carols,” (the scriptural songs of Isiah, Mary, Zachariah, and Simeon). 

Each of them featured one of the scriptural songs with Lolly’s original arrangements of Christmas carol 

melodies. We worked hard to express the songs in other artistic mediums as well, such as Pam Bickford’s 

watercolor rendering of Isaiah’s song, our Silver Thimbles ladies stitching their symbolic quilt, the video of 

Zachariah’s song by Kate West, and a theatrical monologue by Joel Mattson from the perspective of Simeon! 

What fun it was to collaborate with so many creative artists to reach new dimensions of expression! 

 

“That will bring us back to Do, oh oh oh…”  

Let’s take a moment to reflect on all the wonderful worship experiences we’ve shared over 2016, many of 

which were not mentioned in this report: the astounding hard work of dozens upon dozens of musicians 

touched so many lives (most of our musicians’ names were not mentioned in this report either), and each one 

a tremendous blessing to our NCPC music ministry.  Lolly wishes to thank each musician—singer and 

instrumentalist alike—for an incredible year of music and life, and for patiently allowing her to challenge each 

one in his or her musicianship, and for the way so many provided creative energy and brilliant insights and 

suggestions to make each Sunday uniquely special! 

  WORSHIP & ARTS 
                                                                                                                                                          Diana Hunt, Chair 

Music Ministry Continued  
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Prayer Ministry 
 

There are many people at NCPC who have felt God’s call to pray for the needs of the church and all its 

members.  We carry out this call in a number of ways throughout the week and throughout the year.  

 

Sunday morning before church starts you will find a few who pray  in the Prayer Room in the Library. Sunday 

at the end of the service there will be someone up front to pray for anyone who needs prayer.  

If you feel called to participate in this, contact Marcia Christ at  425 879 6730.  

 

Monday morning at 9:45 there are those who gather in the Fireside room to pray for the requests you share 

in church, the requests from the youth and any other needs brought to our attention. The contact person for 

this is June Elvig at 425 742 1223. 

 

Then there is the prayer chain where over 100 people are there to lift up the needs brought to their 

attention. Mary and Ron Wilmot at Maryroan@aol.com and Leona Burgess at 425 745 2486 or 

leoburg1@gmail.com are the ones to contact for prayer or to do the praying. 

 

There are times when people feel that we as a church should have special prayer for issues and/or 

certain  situations. Those requests will be honored. Contact the pastors or June Elvig. 

 

We as a church have for many years sponsored the National Day of Prayer, which is the first Thursday of 

May, and did so again in 2016. 

 

May we faithfully bathe all our decisions in prayer and may NCPC be known as a “House of Prayer”. 

WORSHIP AND MISSION 

WORSHIP & ARTS, 
June Elvig, Chair 
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FACILITIES 
Tom Cahill, chair   

 CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 

Kitchen Team 
 

 

The main focus of our Kitchen these days is coffee.  We don’t prepare many meals any more, but we still 

need and love our kitchen.  There are 4 main people who work in the kitchen during the year on Sundays 

serving you coffee.  Randye Barsotti is the lead Kitchen duty person.  You can reach her any time at 425 742 

7126 or via email at  RLBARSOTTI@MSN.COM.  Ann Gerbing is my back up for coffee and 3rd in line is Sandy 

Waller.  Sylvia Priest is there making OJ and getting donuts picked up for sale and fund raising every Sunday 

but one every month.  Our 2 volunteers who help out once a month are Faith Field and Sandra Hidaka.  They 

both fill in on the second Sunday of every month to give others a much needed day off. 

 

We are always looking for people to help prepare, serve and clean up after every service from coffee and 

donuts or cookies as being served.  During the year we sell donuts for $1.00 each after 1st service.  $.25 from 

each dollar paid is donated to Matthew House Christmas Ministry.  We collect that money all year, and in 

Dec. I take that accumulated amount which runs between $500.00 and $600.00 a year.  I do some shopping 

for gifts to fill in where donations are slight and the rest of the money is used for gift cards, in the amount of 

$25.00. 

 

The kitchen is volunteer cleaned, 2 times a year because there are many groups who use the kitchen during 

the year on a drop off basis.  The kitchen even though not used as much to prepare meals at this time, gets 

MUCH usage every week with serving coffee, cookies desserts and many meetings with finger type foods.  

We feel very blessed to have this facility and hope that when your group uses the kitchen you take the pride I 

take being in charge of the kitchen as well. 

 

If you would want to join our coffee group, helping with coffee set up, serving or clean up and occasional 

cleaning, please give me a call so we can chat.  I am so thankful for the Women who help with the kitchen 

every week and feel very blessed to have them on the kitchen facility team.  My Thanks to Ann, Sylvia, Sandy, 

Sandra and Faith for the many hours they have donated to preparing coffee for you.  We could not have 

provided our Members and Friends with many, many cups of coffee without these people and giving them a 

warm THANK YOU would be a special affection to them. 

 

Randye Barsotti  

mailto:RLBARSOTTI@MSN.COM
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                                STEWARDSHIP, BILL SIMPSON, ELDER  
Joe Upton, Chair 

 CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 

 

Finance Ministry Team 2016 

  

Throughout the year, the Finance Ministry Team (FMT) monitored the church’s financial condition.  The 
FMT met (usually the third Tuesday) to monitor both sides (income and expense) of the budget and to 
report to Session.  With important accounting input from Terry Summe, NCPC Financial Manager, the FMT 
compares actual income to our computer-calculated/monthly-sensitive expected income.  A cash-flow 
calculation is appraised each month.  And expenses are analyzed on “line-by-line” basis, as well as on a 
strategic basis.  The summary results for 2013, 2014, and 2015 are:  

 

  

 

  

The FMT continued with its responsibility to review fund-raising activities—with the use of the Blue Forms. 
The goal of the effort is to maintain fiscal support of the programs and missions of North Creek while 
supporting mission-specific fundraising.  A beneficial result of the effort is to control the schedule of 
fundraising activities, preventing fundraising efforts from competing. 

  

2016 Ministry Team Members: 

Cherri Baxter                                                      

Rod Blume 

Kay Nickel 

Terry Summe, Staff 

Bill Simpson and Greg Thomas, Session reps 

  Income 2014 Expense 2014   Income Expense 2015   Income 2016 Expense 2016 

Budget $1,000,000  $1,000,000    $938,000  $938,000    $948,561  $948,561  

Actual $911,910  $899,248    $833,600  $869,075    $884,342  $867,733  
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 CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 

PERSONNEL -  BILL SIMPSON, ELDER 
Linda Berkompas, Chair 

Personnel Team 

 

Pay, Benefits, and Performance Evaluations: 

All performance evaluations were completed in accordance with NCPC policy.   

 

In 2016, NCPC’s Personnel Team: 

- Updated job descriptions for Office Assistant and Facility Maintenance Coordinator. 

- Amended Employee Handbook to accommodate the need to protect confidential and personal 

information on church computer systems. 

- Assisted with hiring new Facility Maintenance Coordinator and Office Assistant.  

 

 Personnel Team Members                          Personnel Team Support 

 Bill Simpson, acting chair                              Terry Summe,  finance manager 

 Linda Berkompas                                           Bill Simpson, equipping elder 

 Cindy Charleson                                            David Casson, pastor 
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LEADERSHIP 

Elected Officers 

 

Ruling Elders 

Board of Deacons 

President: Bill Simpson 

Vice President: Jenny Odell 

Secretary: Jennifer Down 

Treasurer: Greg Thomas 

Class of 2017 

Bruce Lavers 

Drew Paris 

Ed Rengli 

Bill Simpson 

 

Class of 2018 

Rae Stephenson 

Brian Pepelnjak 

Jennifer Down 

Mark Thompson 

 

Class of 2019 

Joe Upton 

Jenny Odell 

Greg Thomas 

Joe Bohnen 

Class of 2017 

Randye Barsotti 

Ken & Sarah Sundin 

Carol Slaughterbeck 

Susan Stansberry 

Jacqueline Swanson 

Amy VeCera 

Class of 2018 

Joan Eble 

David Cray 

Joyce Bolz 

Terry Summe 

Jim Willett 

 

Class of 2019 

Dave Cleator 

Malisha Christian  

Gordy Jeanson 

Julie Taylor 

 

Moderator: Amy VeCera 

2016 
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 CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 

STEWARDSHIP, BILL SIMPSON, ELDER  
Joe Upton, Chair committee 

2017 North Creek Budget Summary: 

2017 NCPC Budget Summary  2017 

  Budget 

   

PERSONNEL:   
Personnel Ministry Team  750 

Salaries & Benefits  598,472 

  599,222 

   

OPERATIONS:   
Admininistration  74,851 

     Mortgage Reduction  30,865 

Facilities  57,500 

Finance  3,500 

Information Technology  9,000 

  175,716 

   

DISCIPLESHIP:   
Adult Ed  0 

Adult Group Ministries  5,721 

Children's  Ministry  6,500 

Nursery  500 

Student Ministry  7,200 

Media Team  2,500 

Memorial Team  500 

Weddings  250 

Welcome  750 

Worship & Arts  6,500 

  30,421 

   

EVANGELISM/MISSIONS:   
Deacons  1000 

Missions  83,201 

Stephen Ministry  1,500 

  85,701 

   

TOTAL EXPENSES  891,060 

TOTAL RECEIPTS  891,060 

   

OVER (SHORT)  0  
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 CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 

FINANCE, BILL SIMPSON,ELDER  
Joe Upton, Chair  

2015 Pastor’s Compensation: 

  2016  2017 

  Compensation  Compensation 

     

Pastor     
Salary  50,490  50,742 
Housing Allowance  41,310  41,517 
Optional Dental Premium  1,161  1,161 

   Effective Salary  92,961  93,420 

     
Pension/ Medical Premium  35,092  34,099 
SECA  6,293  0 
Study Leave  2,000  2,000 
Labor & Industry Premium  551  606 

   Total Compensation   136,897  130,125 
Vacation  30 days  30 days 

     

     

     

     

Associate Pastor     
Salary  50,890  51,144 
Housing Allowance  25,500  25,628 
Optional Dental Premium  1,161  1,161 

   Effective Salary  77,551  77,933 

     
Pension/ Medical Premium  29,754  28,446 
SECA  5,431  0 
Study Leave  2,000  2,000 
Labor & Industry Premium  551  606 

   Total Compensation   115,287  108,985 
Vacation  30 days  30 days 
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

  MISSIONAL OUTREACH – SARAH SWEENEY, ELDER 
Dennis Lambert, Chair 

2017 Mission Budget: 

Local Outreach  

Eagle Wings 500 

Matthew House 2,400 

Operation Nightwatch 3,000 

Nightwatch Operating Fund 5,000 

   

Action Teams   

Act Beyond 3,000 

Food Pantry 4,000 

Haiti  11,000 

Helping Hands 6,000 

Team for Christine Solomon 1,800 

Community College 10,000 

   

Covenant Relationships   

Greater Trinity (Learning Academy) 300 

Presbytery 6,400 

Renewal Ministries 6,000 

Samaritan Counseling Center 1,000 

   

Global Outreach   

Multiplication Network  4,000 

Russian Mission Hospice 1,200 

   

Other   

Administration 1,001 

Fire Relief 8,000 

Emerging Needs 4,000 

Mini-Grants 4,600 

  

2017 MST Budget Total 83,201 



NORTH CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ANNUAL REPORT   2016 

 41 

STATISTICS 

2016 Statistical Report: 

Members                                                                   

Started January 2016 with    571  

 

2015 Membership Gains             

Profession of Faith    3 

Certificate of Transfer    0 

Reaffirmation of    10 

Reinstate     2            

Total Gains    15         

 

2015 Membership Losses         

Certificate of Transfer   0 

Inactivated    0                         

Deaths      1                                                 

           

Membership Rescinded   81 

Total Losses     82 

  

 

Ended December 2016 with   504              
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